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obviously to be trained in the Jaina rituals and studies. They are
said to have wandered about in the woods gathering bulbous roots,
flowers, and fuel from the neighbourhood.1 They must have been
instructed in Jaina studies by the elderly Jaina monks who often
must have discoursed to them thus: "Unsubstantial is the samsara,

perishable the body......   Therefore such being the case, let the course

of delusion be abandoned, let the mind be fixed on the religion preached
by the prince of Jainas."3 The true religion was sometimes further
defined: "The true religion is the refuge of beings in the ocean
of existence; and he whose aim is the true religion by enquiring
tries to find God, the true religion and the teacher.,.,,. God, i.e.
the Jaina, is free from the eighteen faults, the true religion is
accompanied by perfect compassion; and the good teacher is he who
practises strict chastity and refrains from all worldly undertakings
and possessions."8 It is also interesting to learn that the Jainas
also had organised hermitages, which were intended exclusively for
women.4

Ytian Ohwang saw some features of Jaina religious life while he
was at Nalanda. As noticed earlier during this period there appears
to have raged considerable religious controversy between the Bud-
dhists and the representatives of other creeds, There Yiian Chwang
in the presence of ^Itabhadra heard "the various opinions of the
different heretical schools, and said: The Bhutas, Nirgranthas,
the Kapalikas, and the Jutikas, are all differently arrayed...The
Nirgranthas and their followers go without clothing, and so attract
notice, making it a meritorious act to pull out their hair by violence ;
their skin dried up and thBir skin hard, and in appearance like the
decayed wood on the river bank/'5 This shows how even at this
time the Jaina monks participated in religious controversies although
they only excited the contempt of the Buddhists,

Another feature of the religious life of these ITirgranthas which
attracted Yuan Chwang's attention was their skill in divination.
He had heard long ago that these people were skilled in divination
viz* divining by lots, He therefore asked a Nirgrantha named Tajra
to cast his horoscope and enquired whether it was advisable for
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